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Jan 18:
While reading Servants of Allah: African Muslims Enslaved in the Americas, I learned
that many of the slaves brought to the Americas were Muslim. I did not think of this
possibility before. In the paper, they talked about how the Muslim slaves were more
‘civilized’ than the other slaves and that they would try to follow their religious beliefs as
much as possible. For example, they would not eat pork or drink alcohol. Also, these
Muslim slaves were literate. This posed a threat to the slave owners because since these
slaves were literate, they could unite.
Jan 23:
While reading the first chapter of Turner, I learned that although not much has been
written about it, Muslims have been present in America since the 1500’s. 7-8 percent of
those enslaved during the slave trade were Muslims. Although slavery was practiced by
Arabs before Islam came about, it was regulated by the Prophet Muhammad after he
received his revelation from Allah. Within the first chapter, Turner talked about some
prominent Muslim slaves in the Americas such as Abd Al-Rahman Ibrahima, Yarrow
Mamout who said “Man is no good unless his religion come from the heart,” and Job Ben
Solomon.
Jan 25:
In chapters three and four of Turner, He talks about “The Name Means Everything” and
about “The Ahmadiyya Mission to America.” Noble Drew Ali is the founder of the
Moorish Science Temple of America. This was said by Peter Lamborn Wilson, that it was
the first Islamic sect in America. Muslims intermarrying is what defies classification as
said by Roi Ottley. This is because of his observation of the cultural richness of Harlem
Muslims.
After reading “Islam in America: Latino Muslims a Growing Presence in America,” it
raised many interesting questions. The question that caught my attention was how
Latinos converted to Islam even though most Latinos are very loyal to Catholicism. The
main reason Latinos converted was because they felt that the church did not pay attention
to their needs. Another reason was that they felt that as a minority in America, they did
not have all the rights they felt they should have.
Jan 30
Chapters five and six in Turner talk about W.D. Fard and the Nation of Islam and also
about Malcolm X and his successors. In the early 1900’s, Arab immigrants worked as
peddlers selling cultural items all across America. Fard, an Arab street peddler started his
work in Detroit among poor black people. This is when the Nation of Islam began.
Through Fard’s most trusted student, Elijah Muhammad, the Nation of Islam grew from a
local movement to a powerful national organization for Islam. World War II was a
turning point for African Americans in America. After the demise of Europe as a
colonizing entity in Asia and Africa, African Americans began to see a “post-European
world.” Malcolm X came into power in the 1960’s with a resurgence of Islam in the
world, especially with political affairs and also the decolonization of Asia and Africa by
Muslims.
Feb 1
Muslims in North America have come from many places all over the world. This also
includes the United States. The core of Islam comes from the 5 pillars of Islam. There are
some Muslims that organize by religion. This bridges the differences of different
Muslims such as Arab and South Asian. The rate that Muslim Americans were moving
changed greatly after 9/11. American Muslims were put in the spotlight after the 9/11
attacks were speculated to be committed by Muslims. African American Muslim history
was not well documented. Race, gender, and class dominated most of the work on
African American Muslims in the turn of the 21st century.
Feb 6
The dominant white cultural pluralism extends rights to immigrants. They do this by
granting citizenship, and allowing them to create ethnic communities. They do this
without forcing them to conform to the norm. In the United States, there are different
types of Muslims. Mosques in the United States help to develop Muslim identities in the
United States.
Feb 8
Pluralism has long characterized Islamic law. There are four major schools of Sunni law
and one major school of Shi’a  law. The major Sunni schools are the Maliki, the Shafi’I,
the Hanafi, and the Hanbali. Theses are all located within different places in the Middle
East. The major Shi’a school of law is called the Ja’fari and is based in Yemen. America
strongly shapes the understanding and also the practice of Islam by American Muslims.
Feb 20
In many Arab-American homes, Americans are spoken about badly or in derogatory
terms and Arab were spoken about in a positive way, This is because of the Arab values
and hospitality.  The author says that there are good Arab girls and bad American or
Americanized girls. Arab and American are usually seen as being on opposite poles of
the spectrum. The author tries to identify and break down the Arab-American in the San
Francisco Bay Area.
In the beginning of this piece, a man named Husayn had lost most of his family in
Lebanon as a result of an Israeli shelling in Beirut. This just happened days before they
planned to emigrate to America. Husayn eventually married and had kids. Eventually, a
new family was formed. Arab Detroit is dominated by kin and if not family then by close
friends who acted like kin. Kinship is used to help immigrant out in a new country. They
help them accomplish things that are not possible without this kinship, such as purchasing
cars, businesses, establishing mosques, etc.
Feb 22
In this piece, the author talks about the separation of men and women in mosques. She
talks about how in some mosques, the women must pray behind the men in the same
prayer area, but in other mosques, the women must pray in totally separate prayer areas.
Women do not like these areas as they believe they cannot fully participate in the imams
lectures or the speaker system may not be clear enough for the women to hear the imam
clearly. In India and Pakistan, women must be separated in mosques, even though this is
not in the Quran, while in other countries such as Egypt, the women could pray in the
same prayer area but must be in the back, this concept is in the Quran.
“Muslim first, Arab second” became a methodology of uniting more Muslims. This is
particularly used by students. Only 15 of the 35 interviewees that the author interviewed
considered themselves to be Muslim first, Arab second. After 9/11, Muslim Arab were
targets.
Mar 13
After 9/11, many Muslims in America have experienced physical assaults and raicial
profiling. These Muslims include Arab Americans, South Asian Americans, and Muslim
Americans. After 9/11 the United States passes the USA-PATRIOT Act. This gave the
government much more surveillance power amongst Americans, especially Muslims.
Discrimination against Arab was present before the 9/11 incident, because of America’s
support of the israeli occupation of Palestine, however, South Asians were not
discriminated against as much as the Arab until after 9/11.
In this piece, the author does ethnographic research on the Arab American population in
the San Francisco area. This paper also looks at the Bush administration war on terror and
how it affects everyday life. The author talks about the construction of the other in a post
9/11 world.
Mar 15
In the beginning of this piece, the author compares a story, Mumbo Jumbo which is about
white America’s old anxiety of the “infectiousness” of Jus Grew who is the soul and
blackness that spreads from New Orleans to New York, with radical Islam with black
militancy that affects the inner city youth. The author then goes on to talk about Islam in
relation to the African American community.
Islam effected music even before hip hop. It started with Muslim African Americans and
Jazz. Some of the notable Muslim Jazz musicians are Ahmad Jamal, Yousef Lateef, and
Art Blakey among many others. Islam and hip hop came out as an expression of rage and
protest. The earliest African American Muslims were in America since the times of
slavery.
Mar 27
In Arabic the word “Medina” means city. This word also reminds people of their
belonging. The Muslim community is comprised of many ethnic groups. The major
groups are African Americans as the largest group, South Asians, Arabs, and a small
number of American whites. South Asian immigrants were very educated and also had a
high income. Arabs have been living in the US for the past 100 years. After World War
II, a large amount of both Muslim and Christian Arabs came to America. Like the South
Asian population, this group was very educated. This helped them establish organizations
such as the Arab-American Anti-Discriminatory Committee and the Association of Arab-
American University Graduates.
Mar 29
As Muslims wanted the youth to get more in touch with their religion, a new way to
attract them was Islamic hip-hop. A café called Ndiga opened and hosted this type of
music and activity. Muslims tried to have more influence. Muslim Radio was started for
this reason. This is other than the Islamic hip-hop. The media saw certain things such as
sports as being more important than current issues in the world.
Apr 3
MSA’s or Muslim Student Associations exist throughout colleges and universities all
over the country. There are two Islamic colleges in Chicago. The American Islamic
College and East-West University. The AIC is to the north and the EWU is to the south.
The AIC has financial problems. Many Muslim parents, however devout to their religion,
found it more important for their children to attend more prestigious universities in the
Chicago area. EWU went in a different direction and had many ads that did not show that
the school had any Islamic influence. MSA’s send out emails saying specific Islamic
terms in Arabic, such as inshallah, and mashallah, etc.
Apr 5
When first generation Muslim immigrants came to this country, they came with their own
interpretation and their own practices of Islam. These practices usually would change or
disappear over time. In the 1990’s, the number of mosques in Chicago increased
significantly. There are four main mosques in the Chicago area. The author says that
Islam is an American religion. This is because of how the new generations of Muslims
are socialized and in the way that they carry out Islamic activities. The author says,
“Islam is in America to stay.”
Apr 10 & 12
I thought this book was very contradictory. These people would seem religious in the
way that they make all their prayers and how they always refer to the Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) and Allah (swt). And also how they always say inshallah or mashallh,
etc. And at the same time, they would be partying and drinking and people would be
passed out and there would be beer bottles all around. How could these people who
seemed so religious be doing very haram things? Do they just ignore it? This really
confused me.
